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ABSTRACT 
The Kansas Pacific Railroad Company constructed the 
first major railroad and received more land grants than any 
railroad in Kansas. In 1855, the Kansas Pacific was 
chartered by the territorial legislature as the Leavenworth, 
Pawnee, and Western Railroad and in 1869, the name was 
changed to the Kansas Pacific. 
This study had been divided into three main divisions: 
the development of the Kansas Pacific from its organization 
until it was consolidated with the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company in 1880; the land policy of the Kansas Pacific in 
Kansas; and the land policy of the Kansas Pacific and 
subsequent companies in Wallace County, Kansas. Included 
in the section on Wallace County is a detailed study of 
the purchasers of land, the amount paid, and the acres 
purchased from the railroad and subsequent companies. 
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CHAPTER I 
Introduction 
The Kansas Pacific Railroadl was started at Kansas 
City, Kansas, in May, 1857, and was completed to Denver, 
Colorado on September 1, 1870. Until 1880, the Kansas 
Pacific operated as a corporation, at which time it was 
consolidated with the Union Pacific Railroad Company in 
Nebraska. During this period of time, a student of Western 
History can find many interesting incidents in the history 
of this railroad. 
Exploring a portion of the railroad history in Kansas 
is the purpose of this study. The study will reveal the 
land grant policy of the United States Go~ernment toward 
l 
the Kansas Pacific and the general land policy of this 
railroad and subsequent companies in Wallace County. 
However, the major emphasis has been placed on Wallace 
County because all of the records of that county are intact. 
A study was made of the books, documents, and articles 
of the Forsyth Library, of Fort Hays Kansas State College. 
1The Kansas Pacific was first incorporated as the 
Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad in 1855; later 
this name was changed to the Union Pacific Eastern Division 
in 1863, and in 1869, the name was changed to the Kansas 
Pacific Railroad. 
2 
Materials at the Kansas State Historical Society Library 
at Topeka and the Union Pacific Museum File at Omaha 
were also used in this study. All of the research on 
Wallace County was in the records at the Register of 
Deeds Office, Wallace County, located at Sharon Springs, 
Kansas. Most of the information in this study is based on 
primary sources, but the author has used secondary sources 
whenever necessary. Since the Kansas Pacific Railroad 
followed the Smoky Hill River, a short history of the events 
on this route before the railroad was built would be of 
interest. 
The study of the land policy of the railroad in Kansas 
has been divided into three sections: a general history of 
the Kansas Pacific; the general land policy of the Kansas 
Pacific; and the land policy of the Kansas Pacific and 
subsequent companies in Wallace County, Ka isas. 
One of the limitations of this study was that the 
author has not been able to utilize the material in the 
archives at Washington, D. C. Another limitation has been 
that many of the records of the Kansas Pacific located at 
the Kansas State Historical Society Library were destroyed, 
in 1938, because of the lack of space for the storage of 
these materials. Furthermore, the study covers only a 
small phase of the Kansas Pacific and therefore, limits 
the author in the scope of the study. 
Early history of the white man on the Smoky Hill 
3 
River started in 1541, when Francisco v,squez de Coronado, 
a Spanish Fortune hunter, crossed the Smoky Hill River 
near Lindsborg in his search for wealth.a Later the French 
followed the Spanish in their explorations of this area. 
Etinne Venie.rd de Bourgmont, in 1724, transversed the 
Smoky Hill River as far west as Ellsworth and in 1739, Paul 
and Pierre Mallet crossed the Smoky Hill River in the 
vicinity of Ellis or Trego counties.3 Thereafter, with 
brief inconsequential explorations, this region remained 
in undisputed possession of the Indians. The first important 
American exploration of the Smoky Hill River was under the 
leadership of John C. Fremont in 1844-1845, who was immensely 
impressed with the land along the Smoky Hill River.4 
A route on the Smoky Hill River never became of any 
importance until gold was discovered in Colorado in 1858. 
Like those in the California gold rush, pe 0~le wanted to 
get to the gold region as soon as possible, therefore the 
2Herbert E. Bolton, Coronado on the Turquoise Trail: 
Knight of Pueblos and Plains (Albuquerque: University of 
New Mexico Press, 1949), 295-297. 
3william R. Zornow, Kansas A History of the Jayhawk 
State (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1957}, 29-30. 
Cited from Henri Folmer, "Etienne Veniard de Bourgmond in 
the Missouri Country," Missouri Historical Review, XXXVI 
(April, 1942), 297-298, and Henri Folmer, "The Mallet 
Expedition in 1739 Through Nebraska, Kansas, and Colorado to 
Santa Fe, 11 The Colorado Magazine, XVI (September, 1939), 
161-173. -
4The Life of Col. John Charles Fremont, and His Narrative 
of ExploraTiori and--x-civeritures, in Kansas, Nebrask~Oregeon, 
and California,IT'ii_ihe Memoir" bySamuel M. Smucker (New York: 
Miller, Orton and Mulligan, 1856), 489-492. 
shortest route was sought. There were many adventurers 
who explored for a shorter route than the Nebraska Platte 
River Route. Reports from the adventurers who explored 
4 
the Smoky Hill Route ranged from favorable to unfavorable 
with the unfavorable in the majority. People were reluctant 
to use this route to a great degree for two main reasons: 
the scarcity of water on the western half of the route and 
the number of Indian raids that occured on the route. 
Although the route was condemned by the early adventurers, 
its directness continued to recommend it as the route to 
take. The Smoky Hill River Route was used only to a limited 
degree during the gold rush era, but it did attract the 
Butterfield Overland Dispatch Company, which in 1865, used 
it for going to Denver, Colorado, because the Smoky Hill 
River Route used by the Butterfield Overland Dispatch was 
approximately sixty miles shorter to Denver than the Platte 
River Route through Nebraska.5 
5John W. Neyer, The Smoky Hill Trail in Western Kansas, 
1859-1869 (unpublished Master's thesis, Fort Hays Kansas 
State College, Hays, 1950), 3, 19, 21-30. 
CHAP~ II 
History of the Kansas Pacific 
There were more than 1,100 railroads chartered in 
the state of Kansas. Of these railroads chartered, it 
has been estimated that 2-00 companies actually laid track 
in the state. 1 In this latter group, the Kansas Pacific 
was the most important railroad in Kansas. It was the 
first Kansaa railroad running east and west that connected 
with the transcontinental railroad. The Kansas Pacific 
also opened the fertile Kansas and Smoky Hill valleys to 
settlement. 
.5 
This line was chartered by the territorial legislature, 
in 18.55, and was known as the Leavenworth, . awnee, and Western 
Railroad. "The purpose of the corporation was to construct 
a line from the Missouri River at Leavenworth to Pawnee or 
other points near the Government Reservation at Fort Ril ey, "2 
but the only work accomplished between 18.55 and 1860 was 
partial surveying of the route from Leavenworth to Fort 
1william R. Zornow, Kansas A History of the Jayhawk 
State (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press'; $7),7.35-
136. 
a_Information from the Union Pacific Museum file enti-
tled "Kansas Pacific11 located at Omaha, Nebraska. 
6 
Riley. Until the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad 
obtained most of the Delaware Indian Reservation located in 
Kansas, the railroad was of insignificant value. ! treaty 
was signed on May 30, 1860, with the Delaware Indians which 
provided that the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad 
could buy all of the reservation exeept the lands allotted 
to the Delawares in severality. 3 The purchase price was 
set at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre and the 
amount of land that the railroad could purchase was 223,996 
and 78/100 acres. All of this land was located in the 
rich Kansas valley and was worth more than one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. 
However, the railroad company, at this time, did not 
have the money to purchase the land so it improvised a plan 
to receive the lands without paying for them. A new treaty 
was signed with the Delaware Indians on Jul~ 2, 1861.4 
This treaty provided that the payment to the Delaware 
Indians would be in bonds of the company and secured by a 
mortgage OB 100,000 acres. Therefore, the Leavenworth, 
Pawnee, and Western Railroad received 123,996 and 78/100 
acres free and could sell this amount if it maintained the 
construction program set forth in the treaty. The results 
3see Appendix A, "Delaware Treaty of May 30, 1860," 
Article 3, 63-65. 
~ee Appendix B, nDelaware Treaty of July 2, 1861," 
66-69. 
of this second treaty were that the railroad's stock became 
valuable and Congressional action was insured.5 
1 
A treaty was signed by the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and 
Western Railroad and the Potawatami Indians on November 15, 
1861, whereby the company could purchase 400,000 acres from 
the Indians for one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre 
and gave the company a perpetual right of way through the 
reservation.6 This right was never exercised and later the 
land was sold to the Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad 
for one dollar per acre, but the Leavenworth Railroad did 
receive the right of way. 
In 1863, the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad 
purchased 27,677 acres from the Sac and Fox Indians in 
Osage and neighboring counties for one dollar per acre.7 
The nation realized that its dream of a transconti-
nental railroad would remain a dream unle j s the Federal 
Government would subsidize railroad building. Since a 
transcontinental railroad would transverse through sparsely 
settled territory, private investors would not invest in 
5Alan W. Farley,. "Samuel Hallett and the Union Pacific 
Railway Company in Kansas," The Kansas Historical Quarterly, 
XXV {1960), 2. -
6charles J. Kappler (ed.}, Indian Affairs, Law and 
Treaties, II {Washington: Government Printing Office-,-
1904), 824-828. 
7Paul Wallace Gates, Biftf Million Acres: Conflicts Over 
Kansas Land Policy,~-~ Ithaca: Cornell Unlversity-
Press, ~ !), 147. 
8 
an enterprise where the returns would be small. 
To subsidize railroad construction, the United States 
Congress passed the first Pacific Railroad on July 1, 1862.8 
Aceording to the provisions of the act, the railroads 
received a right of way through the public lands of two 
hundred feet on each side of the track and a land gr:-ant 
consisting of every alternate odd numbered sections to the 
amount of five alternate sections per mile on each side of 
the track. These sections had to be within the limits of 
ten miles on each side of the track and could not include 
any land reserved or disposed of by the United States. Any 
land to which a preemption or homestead claim was attached 
could not be included. In addition, bonds were given to the 
railroads by the United States Government to the amount of 
$16,ooo for each mile constructed. 
The Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western R~ilroad was 
included in this Act of 1862 and it was authorized to con-
struct a railroad from the mouth of the Kansas River to a 
junction with the Union Pacific in Nebraska at the one 
hundredth meridian. That intersection would be at the city 
of Cozad, which is 236 miles west of Omaha. 
But the Act of 1862 did not offer enough inducements 
for the construction of a transcontinental railroad, so 
Congress amended this act with the Pacific Railroad Act of 
8see Appendix c, "Pacific Railroad Act of July 1, 1862," 
70-74. 
9 
July 2, 1864.9 This act provided for the same right of way 
as the Act of 1862, but limited the amount of the right of 
way that could be purchased from private owners to the extent 
of 100 feet on each side of the track unless more was 
needed for the maintenance of the road. Another provision of 
t he act was that the land grant was increased to ten alter-
nate odd numbered sections per mile on each side of the 
track, which bad to be taken within the limits of twenty 
miles on each side of the track. On the other hand, the 
act provided for the same amount of bonds as the Act of 
1862, but the government took a second mortgage as security 
for its bonds. 
Also the Act of 1864, provided that the Leavenworth, 
Pawnee, and Western Railroad, which bad changed its name 
to the Union Pacific Railroad Company, Eastern Division in 
1863, should follow the same route as presc· ibed in the Act 
of 1862. In addition, the 1864 act stated that if the 
Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad reached the one 
hundredth meridian before the Union Pacific Company, the 
Le avenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad could proceed to 
build westward to the Central Pacific Railroad Company. 
The Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad, having 
failed to acquiesce to the Acts of 1862 and 1864, was 
9see Appendix D, "Pacific Railroad Act of July 2, 1864," 
75-77. 
10 
authorized by the Railroad Act of July 3, ltl66. 10 to aban-
don the old route of connecting with the Union Pacific in 
Nebraska and to follow the Smoky Hill River to Denver, 
Colorado. One of the main provisions was that the railroad 
had to connect with the Union Pacific at a point not more 
than fifty miles west of the meridian of Denver, Colorado. 
Nevertheless, the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad 
received the same land grant over the entire new route as 
was provided in the Act of 1864, but the act also provided 
that the company would be entitled to only the same amount 
of bonds as it would have been entitled to if it had 
constructed the railroad to the one hundredth meridian in 
Nebraska. As the result of this provision, the railroad 
received United States "bonds of $6,303,000.00 par value, 
representing the construction of 393.9375 miles of road at 
$16,000.00 per mile. 1111 Therefore, the railr')a.d received 
bonds for the construction of the road from Kansas City to 
a point near Monument, Kansas. 
By Joint Resolution of July 26, 1866, 12 Congress gave 
the railroad a right of way of one hundred feet through 
10see Appendix F, "Railroad Act of July 3, 1866," 79. 
11 rnterstate Commerce Commission, Decisions of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission of the United States, Valuation 
Reports, XLIV (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1934), 
160. Hereinafter cited as Valuation Reports. 
12see Appendix E, "Joint Resolution of July 26, 1866, 11 
78. 
l] 
military reservations. For instance, the Leavenworth, Pawnee, 
and Western Railroad received, by this act, twenty acres of 
the Fort Riley military reservation for a depot and other 
purposes. 
The actual construction of the Leavenworth, Pawnee, 
and Western Railroad started in the summer of 1863 at 
Wyandotte, Kansas, which is now called Kansas City. In 
September of 1862, a contract for the construction of the 
first portion of the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Rail-
road was given to Ross, Steel, and Company, a firm from 
Montreal, Canada. Ross, Steel, and Company started the 
first construction. However, the funds of the railroad 
company were very limited and in/consequence, the work 
stopped very soon. The Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western 
Railroad was then purchased in October of 1863, by John C. 
Fremont and Samuel Hallett. Under the new ~wners, the 
name was changed to that of the Union Pacific Railroad, 
Eastern Division. This name change was to associate the 
name with the larger company in Nebraska, called the Union 
Pacific. John C. Fremont and Samuel Hallett abrogated 
the contract given to Ross, Steel, and Company in January 
of 1864. With the help of United States dragoons, the 
workers of the Ross, Steel, and Company were driven from 
the site of the railroad. A new contract was issued in 
February of 1864, to Samuel Hallett for the completion of 
the first forty miles of the railroad. Before any construe-
12 
tion was accomplished under this contract, "Samuel Hallett 
was shot and killed while walking the streets of Wyandotte.n 13 
John Perry and Company undertook the construction work to 
the first forty mile post west of the Kansas-Missouri State 
line. 14 
When John Perry and Company finished the construction, 
the next section of the road, under consideration, was from 
the fortieth mile post to Fort Riley or about 97 mileso 
R. M. Shoemaker and Company was awarded the contract for 
this portion of the railroad on July 1, 1865, and was also 
authorized to construct a branch line from Lawrence to 
Leavenworth. 15 
The third section of the railroad was from Fort Riley 
to a point on the Smoky Hill River. This point was to be 
the distance for which government bonds were to be issued 
or about 257 miles. Shoemaker, Miller, anf Company was 
awarded the contract for this fragment of the railroad on 
October 1, 1866. Furthermore, the company completed this 
construction work and protracted the railroad eleven miles 
past the stopping point to the 405 milepost, 16 which was 
13waldo R. Crippin, The Kansas Pacific, A Cross Section 
of an Age of Western Railroad Building (unpublished Master's 
thesis, University of Chicago, Chicago, 1934), 24. 
11. '"t'Valuation Reports, 
l5 Valuation Reports, 
158. 
159. 
i 6valuation Reports, 159. 
13 
located at the town of Sheridan, Kansas. 
Although, the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad, 
later the Union Pacific Railroad, Eastern Division, was con-
structed from the Kansas-Missouri State line to the 405 mile-
post by private firms, which were controlled by the railroad. 
R. M. Shoemaker and Company and Shoemaker, Miller 
and Company were associations whose capital was 
subscribed by numerous individuals who were to 
share according to their subscriptions in the 
profits arising from the construction contracts. 
The principal members of the associations and the 
principal subscribers were also officers and 
directors of the c0mpany.17 
In 1868, the construction of the railroad stopped at 
Sheridan and did not commence again until the middle of 
1869. During this period of time, there was a great deal 
of uncertainty about the ultimate objective of the railroad. 
A scheme to build the railroad to southern California was 
given much thought and a survey party under the supervision 
of General W.W. Wright, later under General William Palmer 
developed a route following the 32nd parallel, or the Gila 
River route, and the 35th parallel across New Mexico and 
Arizona to California. After this survey, the company tried 
to secure government support for this new route but failed 
and the conclusion was reached to extend the railroad to 
Denver, Colorado.18 
17valuation Reports, 159. 
18rntormation from the Union Pacific Museum file entitled 
''Kansas Pacific" located at Omaha, Nebraska. 
By joint resolution of Congress on March 3, 1869, the 
railroad was permitted to assign the construction from Denver 
to Cheyenne, Wyoming, to the Denver Pacific Railroad and 
furthermore, the resolution allowed the railroad to change 
its name to Kansas Pacific. The railroad will be referred 
to as the Kansas Pacific throughout the rest of the paper 
regardless of the time element. 
However, the construction from Sheridan to Denver was 
not accomplished under general contracts as was the first 
405 miles. This construction of the railroad to Denver, a 
distance of 234 miles, was completed with forces employed 
directly by the company and were under the direction of 
General Palmer. To aid in the completion of the road, the 
Denver Pacific was authorized to supervise the laying of 
track eastward from Denver and was to meet the Kansas 
Pacific forces laying track from the east, rhich joined 
track on August 15, 1870, at a point 36 miles east of Denver . 
The amount paid by it to the contractors for 
the construction of the 639 miles of its line 
was $34,357,491. Payment was made by transfer-
ring to the contractors securities aggregating 
$34,392,000, or proceeds thereof, as follows: 
Government bonds of a par value of $6,303,000 
loaned the railroad under the provisions of the 
act; bonds of the railroad of a par value of 
$18,089,000; and the railroad's stock of a par 
value of $10,000,000.~~ 
19Federal Coordinator of Transportation, Public Aids 
To Transportation, II (Washington: Government Printi~ 
Office, 1938), 17. Hereinafter cited as Public Aids To 
Transportation. 
15 
Moreover, the government gave the railroad more assist-
ance than granting it the right of way, giving it land 
grants, and loaning bonds to the railroad. Another form of 
assistance was the establishment of military forts along 
the line of the Kansas Pacific for the protection of the 
construction crews from Indian attacks. West of Fort Riley, 
the principal military forces were located at Fort Harker, 
near present Kanopolis, Fort Hays, and Fort Wallace. 
From the period of 1867 to 1879, the Kansas Pacific 
operated as an independent corporation. During this time, 
the railroad "never paid a dividend and in only one yea:r, 
1868, did its net earnings equal the interest charges on 
its bonded indebtedness. 1120 Shipments on the Kansas Pacific 
expanded from 124,377 tons in 1868 to 667,736 tons in 1878, 
and the revenue increased from $616,924 in 1867 to $1,198,662 
in 1878. 21 The results for the operation of ~he Kansas 
Pacific, during these years, was that the total operating 
and miscellaneous expenses were $32,424,956.12, which 
leaves the net earnings of $9,220,218.10 for these thirteen 
years. With bond and interest tally of $15,745,287.43, 
excluding the United States Government interest, left a 
deficit of $6,525,069.33 after being subtracted from the 
net earnings. If the Federal Government interest was to be 
aoPublic Aids To Transportation, 17. 
21Public Aids!£ Transportation, 17. 
16 
included, the railroad had a deficit of $11,330,772.42. 22 
Eventurally, the Kansas Pacific defaulted in its interest 
obligations and was finally placed in receivership lb76. 
The receivership was terminated without foreclo-
sure of any of the mortgages, when committees 
representing the various classes of bondholders 
consented to the issue by the company of a new 
mortgage to secure 30,000 , 000 dollars par value 
of consolidated first mortgage bonds, of which 
24,000,000 dollars par value were to be used to 
retire the principal and interest of all out-
standing funded debt, except the United States 
bonds~ and to acquire securities of other compa-
ies.2.J 
It could be concluded that the Kansas Pacific, from 1867 
to 1879, was in a perpetual state of bankruptcy. 
The Kansas Pacific was consolidated with the Union 
Pacific and Denver Pacific on January 24, 1880, and all 
stocks of these railroads were to be equal. Furthermore, 
the name was changed to the Union Pacific Railway Company 
and new stocks were issued for all old stoc':s in the three 
companies. There was a question as to why the Union Pacific 
accepted these terms because the relative earning power of 
the Union Pacific was $5,616.66 per mile whereas the Kansas 
Pacific earning power was only $1,601.77 per mile. In ad-
dition the Union Pacific had met all of its obligations and 
had paid a regular dividend to its stockholders for six 
22 "Report of the United States Pacific Railway Commission," 
Senate Executive Documents, 50th Congress, 1st Session, No. 
Sl, Part 1, II (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1888), 
55. 
23valuation Reports, 162. 
17 
years. 24 !n explanation seems to be that Mr. Jay Gould 
devised a plan whereby the Kansas Pacific would be extended 
through the Loveland Pass in Colorado, and meet with the 
Central Pacific Railroad in Utah. To provide an eastern 
terminal for his proposed railroad, Mr. Gould bfough.t the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad, the Kansas Central Railroad, 
and the controlling interest in the Central Branch of the 
Union Pacific Railroad Company. 
Under threat of building his moribund road 
through to a point where it would be a very 
troublesome competitor, Gould bludgeoned the 
directors of the Union Pacifi~5into an agree-ment to merge on equal terms. 
As a result of this consolidation, the 4,000,000 worthless 
stocks that Mr. Gould held in the Kansas Pacific became 
valuable and forced the Union Pacific to pay six per cent 
dividends upon the Kansas Pacific stock. The final result 
was ta.at the consolidation forced the Union Pacific into 
ba.nkruptey in 1898. 
24"Report of the United States Pacific Railway Commission," 
Senate Executive Documents, 50th Congress, 1st Session, No. 
$1, Part 1, II (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1888), 
55. 
25william z. Ripley, Railroads, Finance and Organization 
{New York: Longsmans, Green and Company, 192TI, 249. 
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CHAPTER III 
Land Policy of the Kansas Pacific 
The Kansas Pacific received all of its land grant, 
from the United States Government, under the Railroad Act 
of 1864, which provided for ten odd numbered sections 
within twenty miles on each side of the track. In accord-
ance to this act, the total number of acres that the Kansas 
Pacific received, for the construction from Kansas City to 
Denver, Colorado, a distance of 638.6 miles, was 6,273,910.05 
aeres. 1 If the railroad had received all of its land that 
the act provided for, it would have received a total of 
8,174,080 acres, but all land taken up by settlers under 
the old preemption laws or the later Homestc ~d Act of 1862, 
land granted to the Indians for reservations, and all land 
used by the government for military reservations were 
excluded from the railroad grant. A majority of this short-
age of 1,700,169.95 acres was in the area of highly desirable 
land in eastern Kansas. For instance, the railroad received 
no land in Wyandotte, Leavenworth, and Jefferson counties 
1rnterstate Commerce Commission, Decisions of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission of the United States, Valuation 
Reports, XLIV (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1934), 
130. Hereinafter cited as Valuation Reports. 
and only received a small portion of Johnson, Douglas, 
Franklin, Shawnee, and Osage counties. The total grant of 
land to the Kansas Pacific in Kansas is shown in the table 
below. 
Table I 



















































































One of the great errors made by the Federal Government 
was the granting of land without checking to see if the land 
2Report of the State Board of Arsiculture to the 
Legislature ofKansas, for the Year r73 (Topeka: state 
Printing Works, 1874), o<IB.The reason for such a large 
total under Wallace County was that at the time the infor-
mation was taken, it also included the present Logan 
County. 
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had already been granted. There was one such case of over-
lapping land grant between the Kansas Pacific Railroad and 
the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad. It was charged, 
by the Kansas Pacific, that the Missouri, Kansas and Texas 
Railroad had received 92,000 acres in Morris, Dickinson, 
and Davis counties, which should have been granted to the 
Kansas Pacific.3 This land was awarded, by the courts, to 
the Kansas Pacific, and this decision created a great deal 
of dissatisfaction on the part of the settlers toward this 
land office blunder, because they had already purchased 
this land from the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad on 
long term credit.4 Finally, a compromise was worker out and 
the Missouri Railroad agreed to transfer the contracts, 
receipts, and assets relating to this 92,000 acres of 
disputed land to the Kansas Pacific. At the same time, the 
Kansas Pacific was to give the purchaser a clear title on 
the fulfillment of all payments.5 
Moreover, the Kansas Pacific acquired financial help 
from the government. Under the Railroad Act of 1866, the 
railroad received a loan from the Federal Government of 
$6,303,000 for the construction of 393.9375 miles of rail-
3News item in the Council Grove ReEublican, March 31, 1877. 
4News item in the Council Grove Republican, December 28, 
1878. 
5News item in the Council Grove Republican, October 4, 
1879. 
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road and the Kansas Pacific realized the amount of $6,197,000 
from these bonds. The railroad repaid the entire principal 
of $6,303,000 and paid $6,588,600 in interest to the govern-
ment, but defaulted on $5,197,442 in interest which was 
never paid to the United States Government.6 
Besides receiving Federal aid, the Kansas Pacific also 
obtained local financial aid. For example, the railroad 
received 11 250,000 dollars in par value bonds from Leavenworth 
County, Kansas, in exchange for an equal par value of its 
capital stock. 11 7 In addition, the Kansas Pacific received 
other investment securities of $349,190 par value, which 
were relinquished for $323,257.58. 8 
From the beginning, the Kansas Pacific realized that 
to secure an immediate financial return from its invest-
ment, the railroad would have to sell the vast land grant 
of 6,273,910.05 acres. Because of this po, icy, the Kansas 
Pacific stimulated the settlement along the railroad and 
increased the traffic that it handled. The Kansas Pacific 
conducted its sales and promotional activities through 
its own land department, but in addition, an internal 
6Federal Coordinator of Transportation, Public Aids 
To Transportation, II (Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1938), 138. Hereinafter cited as Public Aids To 
Transportation. 
?valuation Reports, 168. 
8valuation Reports, 168. 
organization, called the National Land Company was chartered 
to sell the railroad's lando 
Land grant of the Kansas Pacific was officially opened 
for sale in 1868. In November, of the same year, an excur-
sion was promoted from Boston to Kansas to advertise the 
railroad land. A thirty-three page pamphlet was published 
that advertised the remarkable features of Kansas and 
Colorado in 1871, by the Kansas Pacific.9 This pamphlet 
contained the most fantastic information such as the advan-
tages for agriculture in Kansas was not surpassed by any 
other region on the earth. Furthermore, the farmer was 
pictured in excellent health and his wife was full of life 
and enjoyment. In 1873, a publication of the railroad 
contained the following information by Dr. W. Ho Jenn•y: 
I hereby certify that I h~ve practiced 
medicine in Kanaas City for several years, 
and I have personal experience of the r1lu-
brity of the climate of Colorado for invalids 
too far gone to reside elsewhere, and am 
glad to add my testimony that for diseases 
of the lungs, throat, bronchia, also for 
persons suffering from nervous exhaustion 
and dyspepsia, iL is the best climate I am 
acquainted with.IO 
The National Land Company was organized in 1868, with 
9Emigrants Guide to the Kansas Pacific Railway Lands 
Best and Cheapest Farming and Grazing Lands in America 
6,000,000 Acres for Sale~ the Kansas Pacific Railway 
Company (Lawrence: Kansas-Pacific Railroad, 1871). 
lOA testimony by Dr. w. H. Jenner, 915 Central Street, 
Kansas City, Missouri, in the Kansas Pacific Railway Resorts 
(Lawrence: Kansas Paciric Railroad, 1873), 33. 
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Colonel John H. Lommis, from Illinois, as president, William 
E. Webb, from Hays City, as general manager, and Cyrus H. 
Pratt, from Chicago, as general agent. 11 Besides showing 
a profit, the company was to 
promote the settlement and improvement of farm-
ing lands, towns and villages; the promotion 
of agricultural pursuits; the purchase and sale 
of lands in the states of Missouri and Kansas 
and other states and territories; and the con-
veying and transporting of immigrants and their 
goods, on land and water, from the seaboard to 
the western states and territories.12 
The National Land Company had agents in all of the leading 
eastern cities and representatives were sent throughout 
Europe to persuade immigration to Kansas. This company 
also made use of specially formed companies in Europe to 
act as its agents. For instance, the Kansas Land and 
Emigration Company acted as agents for England, Wales and 
Ireland.13 
In a like manner, the National Land Company and its 
subsidiary agents resorted to the same type of propaganda 
or advertising that was used by the land office of the 
Kansas Pacific. One publication,14 issued in 1869, con-
11waldo R. Crippin, Kansas Pacific,! Cross Section of 
Age of Western Railroad Building (unpublished Master's 
thesis, University of Chicago, Chicago, 1934), 50. 
12Information from the Union Pacific Museum file enti-
tled "Land Grants" located at Omaha, Nebraska. 
13Emigration to Kansas, The Kansas Land and Emigration 
Company (London: R7 H. Grew,--r8'69), 1. 
14Ibid., 8. 
tained the amazing information that the bottom lands in 
Kansas were superior to those of the Nile, that coal existed 
in inexhaustible quantities, and that the French had said 
Kansas to be "almost, if not quite equal to France for the 
cul ti va tion of grapes. 11 
The Kansas Pacific and the National Land Company did 
not rely singlehanded on colorful description in advertising 
to attract settlers. In every advertisement, special empha-
sis was placed onfu.e easy terms by which land could be 
obtained by the settler. There were three plans by which a 
prospective buyer could purchase land. In the first plan, 
the land could be purchased on eleven years credit at seven 
per cent interest in advance, and a deduction of ten per 
cent was allowed for improvements. Under this plan, no 
principal had to be paid for four years after date of 
purchase and only one-tenth of the land had ~o be culti-
vated in four years in order to receive the ten per cent 
discount from the principal and interest. Meanwhile, the 
second plan was similar to the first except it was put on 
the bases of six years credit with seven per cent interest. 
According to this plan, no principal had to be paid for 
three years and to receive the discount for improvements, 
only ten per cent had to be cultivated within three years. 
Under either of these plans, a discount of three per cent 
was allowed for any payments made one or more years in 
advance of maturity. This would be equal to a sixteen and 
25 
one-half per cent discount if the balance was paid in two 
years or a thirteen and one-half per cent discount if paid 
in three years. Finally, the third plan, for the prospec-
tive buyer was that the land could be purchased for cash 
with a twenty-five per cent discount.16 
One of the most successful methods, by which the Kansas 
Pacific and the National Land Company encouraged settlers to 
come to Kansas, was the project or promoting colonies. By 
this means, the railroad drew people from the eastern part 
of the United States as well as from Europe. There people 
were offered special terms, such as reduced rates on fare 
and freight on the railroads over which they had to pass, 
to settle the land bought from the railroad or its agents. 
There were two important American colonies established 
along the Kansas Pacific. A large Chicago firm of Warren, 
Kenny, and Company promoted the "Chicago Col my" and estab-
lished the town of Wakeeney, besides purchasing 345,000 
acres of land in Trego County. Secondly, the "Pennsylvania 
Colony" was established by farmers from Pennsylvania and 
was reponsible for the settlement of many Pennsylvanians 
in Russell, Ellis, and Gove counties. 16 
15rnformation from a map of Graham, Trego, and Ness 
counties, published by the Land Department of the Kansas 
Pacific Railway Company. The map is now located at the 
Kansas Historical Society and is numbered 652. 
16rnformation from the Union Pacific Museum file enti-
tled "Land Grants" located at Omaha, Nebraska. 
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The Kansas Pacific helped to settle many European 
eolonies along its tracks, of which the most publicized 
colony was established by an Englishman, George Grant, who 
acquired 50,000 acres in Ellis County and called it "Victoria 
Colony." 17 This colony was an attempt to create the life 
of the eountry gentry of Old England in Kansas, but the 
attempt failed. More successful were the num~erous groups 
of German-Russians that settled in Ellis County. In 1871, 
the Kansas Pacific sold the First Swedish Agricultural 
Company twenty-two sections of land in Saline and McPherson 
counties, which led to the establishment of two colonies. 18 
Furthermore, there were established a Welsh Colony in Clay 
County, which consisted of 19,000 acres and an English 
Colony in Clay County, that purchased 32,000 acres from the 
railroa.d. 19 
The salesmanship of the Kansas Pacifi L and the National 
Land Company immediately produced favorable results. During 
the year of 1868, there was sold 111,271.29 acres and this 
figure increased to 382,885.20 acres in 1869. Because of 
the depression, that was upon the nation, the rate of sales 
17Inf'ormation from the Union Pacific Museum file enti-
tled 11 Land Grantstt located at Omaha, Nebraska. 
18Alfred Bergin, "The Swedish Settlements in Central 
Kansas, 11 Kansas Historical Collections, XI (1909-1910), 
19-46. 
19william J. Chapman, "The Wakefield Colony,n Kansas 
Historical Collections, X (1907-1908}, 485-533. 
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fell in 1572 and 1873. After 1873, there was a gradual 
increase in the sales of land that was continuous throughout 
the life of the Kansas Pacific as an independent corporation. 
The total acres sold by the railroad, the year, and the 















































During this period of twelve years, the Kansas Pacific 
~~ld 1,521.,111.53 acres of land, at an average price of 
$3.42 per acre, with a total price received of $5.,157,946.26. 
This total price does not consider the amount that was for-
feited by the individual buyers or the cost of selling the 
land. 
20 11 Testimony taken by the United States Pacific Railway 
Commission," Senate Executive Documents, 50th Congress, 1st 
Session, VI (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1888), 
524. 
With all their advertising, granting easy purchase 
terms, and promoting colonies, the Kansas Pacific averaged 
only 129,759.29 acres sold per year for the twelve year 
period, which does not seem to be a great amount. There 
were various reasons that the company did not sell more 
aa 
land, of which the depression has been mentioned. The main 
reason for the lack of sales was that the Kansas Pacific 
maintained a high price level for its land and thus attracted 
fewer buyers. Besides, the reserved government sections 
were opened for homesteads or could be purchased at a lower 
price; therefore, the settlers were willing to go great 
distances to obtain this cheap land. Settlers only purchased 
the railroad land when the public lands were taken or too 
remote for settlement. 
The selling of land, as described in the preceeding 
paragraph, led to scattered settlements, whicr in turn led 
to a just criticism toward the railroad. This criticism 
was over the problem of the taxation of railroad land, as 
the Kansas Pacific was unwilling to take title to the west-
ern part of its land grant until there was a demand for it 
by settlers, because to do so would have placed these lands 
on the county tax rolls. By the Act of 1864, the Kansas 
Pacific was allowed 
to delay the patenting of its earned grant by 
providing that titles should pass only when 
the railroad took the initiative in paying the 
cost of surveying, selecting, and conveying 
the lands. Construction was completed in 1870, 
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and surveying of adjecent lands was finished 
by 1875. All that was necessary to have the 
patents issued and the lands placed on the 
county tax rolls was for the Kansas Pacific to 
pay the small cost2~f preparing the lands for transfer of title. 
As a result, the Kansas Pacific decided to make this small 
payment only on lands that the company soldo Another criti-
cism aimed at the Kansas Pacific was that it did not patent 
its land, which had been sold, until it had been entirely 
paid for, which had the effect of insuring the railroad that 
any land forfeited would not be placed on the tax roll. This 
condemnation against the railroad can be more justly shown 
by the table below. 
Table III 
Kansas Pacific Land Sold and Patentea22 
Year Acres Sold Acres Pa.tented Acres Sold Acr es Patented 
in Kansas in Kansas in Coloradc in Colorado 
1868 lll,271 0 
1869 382,885 0 
1870 124,168 0 32,61l 0 
1871 123,168 0 41,53 0 
1872 62,851 0 19,957 0 
25,432 52,914 17,951 0 
187 10,q18 0 
187, 
35,366 3l8;Zi6 187 61,3 ~,676 10,943 
1876 7~,5ftt 3i_Go6 ,364 0 1877 13 ,9 225, 67 26,101 0 
21Paul Wallace Gates,
5
~g4ty Million Acres: Conflicts 
Over Kansas Land Policy, 1 -1890 (Ithaca: Cornell Univer-
sity Press, I'9'5'4), 264-26 o 
22Thomas Donaldson, The Public Domain, Its History, 
With Statistics (Washington: Government Printing Press, 
TIIB1+), 776-777. 
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Year Acres Sold Acres Patented Acres Sold Acres Patented 
In Kansas In Kansas In Colorado In Colorado 
0 
Table III, shows very conclusively that the Kansas 
Pacific had patented little over one-half of the land sold 
in Kansas by 1879, and only patented one-eighth of the land 




In its construction from Kansas City, Kansas, to 
Denver, Colorado, the Kansas Pacific passed through Wallace 
County, Kansas, which is located on the western edge of 
the state. Under the amended Act of 1864, the Kansas 
Pacific received a grant of twenty odd numbered sections, 
for each mile of construction, within the limits of forty 
miles and a right of way of 200 feet on each aide of the 
track. Also, by this Act of 1864, the Kansas Pacific 
received a total land grant of 287,391.75 acres and eleven 
lots in Wallace County (as shown on Map II, page 60). The 
reason that Table I, page 19, indicated such q large grant, 
in Wallace County, was that at the time the figures on the 
table were recorded, Wallace County included the present 
Logan County, Kansas. A right of way of 200 feet on each 
side of the track or a total of 400 feet over the entire 
length of the railroad in Wallace County or 30.5 miles was 
received by the Kansas Pacific. Since the twenty mile 
land grant could not be obtained in Wallace County, the 
railroad grant extended to the north in Sherman County, 
Kansas, where the railroad received 68,867 acres and pro-
truded into Greely County, Kansas, on the south, where the 
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Kansas Pacific was granted 60,082 acres. 
In Wallace County, the Kansas Pacific did not receive 
certain odd numbered sections because of two reasons. 
The Kansas Pacific received only one lot in section 19, 
township 13, range 38, in section 21, township 13, range 
38, the railroad was granted 320 acres, in section 32, town-
ship 13, range 38, the Kansas Pacific obtained only one lot, 
and the railroad received 480 acres and two lots in section 
35, township 13, range 38. Furthermore, the Kansas Pacific 
was granted no land in sections 25, 27, and 29 of township 
13, range 38. The reason the railroad did not receive 
all of the odd numbered sections was that this land was 
included in the Fort Wallace Military Reservat i on. Finally, 
the Kansas Pacific was granted only 160 acres and four lots 
in section 25, township 13, range 39. The only l and, of 
this section~that the county records gives ar.J indication 
why the railroad did not receive it, was the the northeast 
quarter bad been homesteaded by Mary Turnball. 1 
County records of Wallace County show that the Kansas 
Pacific did not sell any land in the county when it operated 
as this corporation. All of the land in Wallace County 
was transferred to the Union Pacific Railway Company on 
January 24, 1880, when the Kansas Pacific, the Denver Pacific, 
1Numerical Index, VII, Register of Deeds Office, Wallace 
County, Sharon Springs, Kansas. 
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and the Union Pacific Railroad were consolidated. 
Of the total acres transferred to the Union Pacific 
Railway Company, it sold 31,530 acres (as shown on Map III, 
page 61). Wallace County records show$ that the Union 
Pacific Railway Company sold this land between the years 
of ltl86 and 1919, and by the means of partial selection, 
the railroad received the patents from the Federal Govern-
ment, on this 31,530 acres, in eight different years as 
is shown in Table IV, page 35. It must be noticed that the 
selling dates as presented in this paper are the recorded 
dates and not the actual selling dates. Table IV also shows 
that the railroad sold 5,440 acres after 1898, but since the 
Union Pacific Railway Company went bankrupt in 1898, it 
could not have sold any land after 1898. It is probable 
that the land was sold before 1898, but was not recorded un-
til a later date. The Union Pacific Railway ompany sold a 
total of 31,520 acres to 122 purchasers at an average of 258 
27/61 acres per buyer. From the land sold, the railroad 
realized a total of $146,334.68, which averaged $4.7216 per 
acre. In addition, the Union Pacific Railway Company sold 
the Sharon Springs Township ten acres for $2,400.00 in 1894, 
which would make a grand total of $148,734.68 for the 31,530 
acres that the railroad sold. 
Of the total acres purchased, the Union Pacific Railway 
Company sold 22,400 acres on which the selling date was be-
fore the patenting date. The average elapse of time between 
the selling date and the patenting date was 3.378 years. 
In this division, the highest interval of time was eleven 
years and this was on 160 acres sold to Nicholas Baker in 
1887, which was patented in 1898. The next largest span 
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of time was on 160 acres sold to E. Soule in 1887, and was 
patented to the railroad in 1897, or a period of ten years. 
On the other hand, the Union Pacific Railway Company sold 
4,160 acres in the same year that it received the patent 
from the Federal Government. Meanwhile, the railway company 
sold 4,970 acres where the patent date was before the 
selling date and the average duration of time between these 
two dates was 7.258 years. The highest span of time, in 
this category, was twenty-two years on 160 acres sold to 
R. Lund in 1919, however, the railroad received the patent 
from the United States Government in 1897. Also in this 
category, the next largest elapse of time wa on 160 acres 
sold to M. Dominick in 1919, and was patented to the rail-
road in 1898, or a period of twenty-one years. 2 
J. Downing purchased the greatest amount of land, 
1,920 acres, sold to an individual buyer by the Union Pacific 
Railway Company for $8,720.00 in 1905. Another large pur-
chase was 960 acres sold to S. Carney in 1889, for a total 
of $4,969.85.3 
2Numerical Index, 13 volumes, Register of Deeds Office, 
Wallace County, Sharon Springs, Kansaso 
3see Table vr4 "Purchasers of land from the Union Pacific Railway Company, 11 5-47. 
35 
Wallace County records shows that the Union Pacific 
Railway Company did not promote any colonies in the county. 
The only thing that might relate to a colony was on 320 
acres sold to Olf Bergstrom in 1890, and he transferred 
this land in the same year to The Swedish American Town 
Company, a corporation in the State of Kansas. This was 
the only land that The Swedish American Town Company obtain-
ed in Wallace County, and later this land was sold by the 



















Land Sold and Patented in Wallace Co~tY 
by the Union Pacific Railway Companr 
Acres Sold Average Total Amount Acres Patented 
Price in Received in 
Dollars Dollars 
0 0 0 160 
160 15.00 2,~00.00 0 
6io 5.5i 3, 46.00 0 
1,7 0 4.J 7,674.00 0 
2,560 4. 7i 12,009.8i 0 
2,.560 4.2 10,422.6 0 
2,080 4 • .53 9, 24.50 0 
2,240 4.1.5 10,05.5.34 6,400 
1,440 i-72 6.800.00 0 !o 1 .49 8,079.73 0 1, 0 4.62 6,657.85 0 
1 0 6.oo i6o.oo 0 
6,400 4.66 2i, 50.48 10,400 
4,160 4.28 1 ,7i7.83 13,600 
1,120 4.4.5 4,9 7.40 480 
960 3.75 3,599.22 0 
160 4 . .50 720.00 160 
4see Table VI "Purchasers of land from the Union Pacific 
















































The reason for such a large sum in 1894, in the above 
table, was that the Union Pacific Railway Company sold to 
Ericson and Ferlen the sum of 160 acres for $4,000.00. Part 
of this land was located in the present Sharon Springs and 
the entire west part of Sharon Springs was the addition 
that Ericson and Ferlen made from the land. This was also 
in the same year that the Sharon Springs Township purchased 
ten acres from the railroad. 
From the consolidation in 1880, until 1898, the Union 
Pacific Railway Company held and sold part of the land 
grant made to the Kansas Pacific. At this time, 1898, the 
Union Pacific Railway Company was insolvent and had defaulted 
on the payment of the Consolidated First Mortgage of the 
Kansas Pacific Railway Company, of which the principal was 
$11,724,000. Russell Sage and George Gould were the trus-
tees of the mortgage and they filed in the Circuit Court of 
the United States for the District of Kansas their bill of 
equality against the Union Pacific Railway Company to fore-
close the Consolidated First Mortgage. William Cornish was 
3? 
appointed Special Master to sell the land secured by the 
mortgage.5 On February 17, 1898, William Cornish sold the 
eastern division of the Union Pacific Railway in Kansas, at 
Topeka, and on February 18, 1898 sold the western division 
of the railroad at Salina.6 Alvin W. Kerch and Angeline 
Jackson, his wife, and Lawrence Greer and Georgian Oakes, 
his wife, of the city of New York were purchasers for the 
several parcels of land. They paid the total of $8,304,800 
for all of the land granted to the Kansas Pacific, which 
had not been sold by the Kansas Pacific or the Union Pacific 
Railway Company. 7 Kerch and Greer were agents for the 
Union Pacific Land Company, a corporation organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Utah. This company 
was a subsidiary organization of the Union Pacific which 
was formed for the purpose of purchasing the land grant of 
the Denver Pacific Railroad and of the Unio1 Pacific Rail-
way Company.a All of the land, not sold, was conveyed to 
the Union Pacific Land Company by William Cornish on April 
5Deed Record, Book 5, Register of Deeds Office, Wallace 
County, Sharon Springs, Kansas. 56. 
6Newa item in the Topeka Daily Capital, February 18, 
1898. 
7Deed Record, Book 5, Register of Deeds Office, Wallace 
County, Sharon Springs, Kansas, 58. 
8rnterstate Commerce Commission, Decisions of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission of the United States, 
Valuation Reports, XLIV {Washington: Government Printing 
On'ice, 1934), 113 and 130. 
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15, 1898.9 On July 17, 1899, the Union Pacific Land Company 
filed its papers with the Secretary of the Interior which 
showed this company was the successor to the land granted to 
the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad, the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, Eastern Division, or the Kansas 
Pacific Railroad Company not sold or conveyed by the right 
of purchase at the time of the foreclosure sale. 10 
Between the years of 1890 and 1925, a period of thirty-
five years, the Union Pacific Land Company sold 255,391.75 
acres and seven lots of the total land that it received at 
the foreclosure sale (as shown on Map IV, page 62). The 
Union Pacific Land Company received from the Federal Govern-
ment, by means of partial selection, patents in seven dif-
ferent years as is shown in Table V, page 43-44• It must 
be reemphasized that the selling dates pertaining to the 
Union Pacific Land Company are the recordinb dates and not 
the actual selling dates. Table V, shows that the Union 
Pacific Land Company sold 960 acres of land before 1898, 
but since the company did not receive the land until 1898, 
it could not have sold this land. The probable solution, 
to this problem, was that the Union Pacific Railway Company 
9 11William D. Cornish, Special Master, and others to The 
Union Pacific Land Company Deed, Under Decree Foreclosing 
Consolidated First Mortgage of the Kansas Pacific Railway 
Company, Dated April 15th, 1898, 11 Union Pacific Railroad 
Pamphlets, I (Topeka: Kansas Historical Society, no date), 1. 
lOneed Record, Book 6, Register of Deeds Office, Wallace 
County, Sharon Springs, Kansas, 254. 
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sold this land on time and the Union Pacific Land Company 
received the final payment and then gave the purchaser the 
title, but recorded it on the date sold. Table V, also 
shows that the Union Pacific Land Company patented 4,300 
acres before 1e9e, but this land was patented to the Union 
Pacific Railway Company and then transferred by William 
Cornish to the land company before it had been sold. The 
Union Pacific Land Company sold 255,386.75 acres and seven 
lots to 302 purchasers, at an average of 841.363 acres per 
buyer. A total was realized, by the land company, of 
$798,484.27 for the land sold, which averaged $3.1319 per 
acre and $499.27 per lot. Furthermore, the Union Pacific 
Land Company sold to School District 3, a total of five 
acres for $50.00 in 1904, making a grand total of $798,534.27 
for the 255,391.75 acres and seven lots that the land 
company sold. 11 
There were thirteen individuals who purchased land 
from the Union Pacific Railway Company that also bought 
land from the Union Pacific Land Company. This group 
purchased 9,990.40 acres for a total of $29,245.52, an 
average of 768.49 acres per buyer and $2.94 per acre. In 
addition, this same group had purchased 4,320 acres for 
$19,823.96 from the railroad company at an average of $4.58 
per acreo 
llNillllerical Index, 13 volilllles, Register of Deeds Office, 
Wallace County, Sharon Springs, Kansas. 
Of the land sold, the Union Pacific Land Company sold 
1,120 acres and two lots on which the selling date was before 
the patenting date, with an average interval of time between 
the selling date and the patenting date of 3.75 years. In 
this section, the highest elapse of time was seven years 
and this was on 640 acres sold to W. Barkley in 1890, but 
was not patented until 1897. Second in this group was on 
160 acres sold to V. Hjeitstedt in 1899, and the land company 
received its patent from the Federal Government in 1902, or 
a period of three years. On the other hand, the Union 
Pacific Land Company sold 3,003.40 acres where the patent 
date was the same as the selling date. Furthermore, the 
land company sold 240,028.35 acres and five lots where the 
patent date was before the selling date, with an average 
span of time in this division of 7.246 years. Longest 
duration of time, in this category, was wenty-three yea.rs 
and this was on 640 acres sold to H. McKee in 1925, but 
the land company obtained its patent from the government 
in 1902. Another large span of time was on 160 acres sold 
to W. Thomson in 1914, and was patented in 1892, or a total 
of twenty-two years.12 
The greatest amount of land sold by the Union Pacific 
Land Company, to an individual buyer, was 18,560 acres and 
one lot. This land was sold to Otto Wulfekub.ler, who could 
12Numerical Index, 13 volumes, Register of Deeds Office, 
Wallace County, Sharon Springs, Kansaso 
be classified as a speculator that operated the Wulfekuhler 
State Bank of Wallace, Kansas. Wulfekuhler-Heim Agriculture 
and Livestock Company had 3,040 acres transferred to it by 
Otto Wulfekuhler. Furthermore, the company, organized in 
1909, purchased 640 acres from the Union Pacific Land Company. 
Otto Wulfekuhler sold 8,960 acres to Peter Robidoux, a well 
known early businessman, farmer, and rancher of Wallace 
County. Peter Robidoux also purchased 1,920 acres from the 
land company. Meanwhile, the rest of the land sold, by 
Wu.lfekuhler, was in small parcels and to individual buyers 
within four years from the time that Wulfekuhler purchased 
it from the land company. Second largest purchase from the 
land company was 9,120 acres sold to E. Fulton. All of the 
land purchased by E. Fulton, except 640 acres, was sold 
within three years from the date of purchase; therefore, he 
could also be classified as a specu.latvr. Another speculator, 
that purchased land from the Union Pacific Land Company, was 
H. Hohn, who bought 6,880 acres and sold all of this land 
within two years from the purchase date. In addition, the 
Union Pacific Land Company sold 2,880 acres to the Pinnell 
Land and Cattle Company. 13 
The remainer of the land grant, that the Kansas Pacific 
earned, was sold by the Union Pacific Railroad Company. A 
section was sold to G. Long in 1939, for $2,843.28 and this 
13Numerical Index, 13 volumes, Register of Deeds Office, 
Wallace County, Sharon Springs, Kansas. 
640 acres was patented in 1904. Another sale, by the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, was to L. o. Stanley in 1946. 
This purchase consisted of 160 acres and four lots that 
sold for $3,141.60 and the land was patented in 1903.14 
In Wallace County, the Union Pacific Railway Company, 
the Union Pacific Land Company, and the Union Pacific Rail-
road Company sold the entire land grant of 287,391.75 acres 
and eleven lots for a total of $953,253.86. 
14Numerical Index, IV and XIII, Register of Deeds Office, 






















Land Sold and Patented in Wallace Coll!}ty 
by The Union Pacific Land Companyl~ 
Acres Sold Average Price Total Amount 
per Acre Received in 
in Dollars Dollars 
640 4.32 2,765.04 
0 0 0 
320 1.88 600.00 
0 0 0 
320 1.76 ,560.18 
1,760 4-3i 7,728.4.5 320 2..0 704.40 
320 3.70 1,187.20 
1,760 2.r 6,227.20 763.40  • .., 1,840.00 
7,~5 2. 8 19,i16.30 33, 0 & 1 lot 2.37 1i, 72.t7 
29,383.47 3.03 8 ,919. o 11,266. O 3.12 ~.5,097.33 1.5,36.5.20 & 2 lots 3.02 6,807.20 
29,120 3.62 105, J85.8.5 
20,770.40 3.01 62,543.76 










110,.320 & 1 lot 









Table VII, 11 Purchasers: of' Land from the Union Pacific Land Company," 
+"" 
\.J.J 
Year Acres Sold Average Price Total Amount Acres Patented 
per Acre Received in 
in Dollars Dollars 
1912 11,223.52 & 2 lots 3.12 35, oso.91 0 
1911.~ 10,240 3.28 33,615.75 0 191 15,120 3.69 5.5,832.26 0 
1915 18,273.64 3.30 61,33z.29 0 
1916 13,i17.34 3.78 50,16 .oo 0 
1917 3, 40 3.82 14,.577.25 0 
1918 2,080 J.77 7,839.28 0 
1919 960 ~o67 3,ro.oo 0 1920 314.88 .50 1, 16096 0 
1921 3,840 ~.57 13, 66.13 0 1922, 640 .01 2,5 3.20 0 
1923 2,400 2.80 6,718.62 0 
l 2 l 280 3.88 60.00 0 





Purchasers of land from the 




Ericson & Ferlen 1887 320 
E. Soule 1887 160 
c. Hunt 1888 320 
P. Larson 1888 32-0 
J. Johnson 1888 640 
P. Rosser 1888 480 
s. Carney 1889 960 
H. Hanson 1889 160 
D. Kyle 1889 320 
A. McKinnon 1889 640 
J. Nierwin 1889 32-0 
F. Rogers 1889 160 
A. Anderson 1890 160 
Anderson & Johnson 1890 160 
0. Ber gs trom 1890 320 
M. Clronburg 1890 160 
B. Esterbrook 1890 320 
D. Fannie 1890 320 
F. Fladin 1890 160 
L. Larson 1890 160 
s. Lindstrom 1890 6~0 
B. Wilson 1890 1 0 
C. Erickson 1891 160 
s. Johnson 1891 320 
A. Nelson 1891 320 
A. Peterson 1891 320 
D. Peterson 1891 160 
F. Schmidt 1891 6io s. Wirgeen 1891 l 0 
H. Allen 1892 160 
c. Cayton 1892 320 
J. Classaelson 1892 160 







































on next page 
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Purchaser Date Acres Amount 
G. Gilbert 1892 160 720.00 
A. Lars 1892 160 720.00 
A. Lundberg 1892 160 720.00 
M. Madigan 1892 320 1,280.00 o. Olson 1892 160 800.00 o. Osterman 1892 320 1,440.00 
H. Weir 1892 160 960.00 
s. Anderson 1893 160 720.00 
c. Cayton 1893 320 1,440.00 
c. Eastin 1893 160 720.00 
P. Gustardus 1893 320 1,600.00 
J. Larson 1893 160 720.00 
L. Jonas 1893 160 720.00 
N. Monson 1893 160 880.00 
Ericson & Ferlen 1894 160 4,000.00 
G. Lindberg 1894 160 719.73 
W. Porter 1894 160 960.00 
Sharon Springs Township 189~ 10 2,400.00 B. Alton 189 160 720.00 
J. Beckstron 1895 160 800.00 
J. & H. Hansen 1895 160 800.00 
T. Madigan 1895 640 2,941.50 
A. Nystrum 1895 320 1,366.35 
c. Smith 1896 160 i o.oo c. Anderson 1897 160 Ol.50 w. Bartlett 1897 160 800.00 
M. Benget 1897 160 800.00 c. Carlson 1897 160 720.00 
H. Clark 1897 320 1,600.00 
A. Condit 1897 640 2,562.56 
c. Condit 1897 640 2,840.00 
J. Cramer 1897 160 600.00 
F. Cross 1897 160 i6o.oo 
J. Dunham 1897 160 80.00 
Ericson & Berglund 1897 160 720.00 
T. Henderson 1897 480 2, 2i1.oo 
o. Holcomb 1897 160 9 o.oo 
A. Johnson 1897 160 720.00 
W. Kyner 1897 320 1, 677.56 
C. Miller 1897 160 720.00 
N. Nordgreen 1897 320 1,440.00 c. Olson 1897 320 1,760.00 
E. Osterman 1897 160 720.00 
L. Payton 1897 160 1i6.67 
A. Peterson 1897 80 3 o.oo o. Thombson 1897 160 7~2.00 c. Urchins 1897 160 6 o.oo 
Continued on next page 
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Purchaser Date Acres Amount 
c. Veron 1897 160 l20.oo F. Walker 1897 160 40.00 J. Wenstrand 1897 80 ~oo.oo s. Woodord 1897 160 80.00 s. Yoxall 1897 320 1,190000 
J. Anderson 1898 160 720 .. 00 o. Andrew 1898 160 720.00 L. Bergstrom 1898 160 800.00 
E. Buxton 1898 160 800.00 
M. Dodd 1898 160 619.19 H. Foster 1898 160 45.10 
J. Holman 1898 160 713.12 
G. Johnson 1898 160 720000 
P. Johnson 1898 160 720000 
J. Magnuson 1898 320 1,080.00 c. Munson 1898 160 720.00 
E. Newland 1898 160 720.00 
N. Nystrom 1898 320 1,445.22 
L. Olson 1898 160 720.00 
D. Patch 1898 320 1,760.00 s. Peterson 1898 6to 3,225.60 H. Shiffermiller 1898 l 0 720.00 
F. Smith 1898 160 771040 
J. Wicklund 1898 160 718.20 
c. Younggreen 1898 160 l6o.oo J. Ahnstrom 1899 320 l, 45.00 
No Freeman 1899 160 720.00 
J. Herrman 1899 320 1,382040 
N. Hoonbeek 1899 32.0 1,4~0.00 s. Sandt 1901 160 7 o.oo 
J. Soloman 1901 160 560.00 
c. Vestling 1901 320 1,~00.00 
F. Weisgarber 1901 320 78052 
J. Monson 1902 160 720000 
A. Nelson 1903 160 720.00 
Jo Downing 1905 1,920 8,720.00 c. Johnson 1906 160 800.00 
s. Landgren 1906 160 720.00 c. Darrah 1910 160 720.00 
J. Wilson 1910 160 730 .. 35 o. Englund 1912 160 720.00 
M. Dominick 1919 160 720.00 



















































190~ 160 190 320 
1904 

































School Dist. No. 3 1904 5 50.00 
1904 2,480 6,729.77 J. Sullivan 
A. Swanson 1904 160 721.00 
J. Childs 1905 640 1,248.00 
H. Durrett 1905 jO 1,532.10 
E. Fulton 1905 l, 0 4,5i1.43 o. Gabuetson 1905 160 9 0.96 
Continued on next page 
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Purchaser Date Acres Amount 
J. Hand 1905 2,240 5,364.23 
G. Hays 1905 1,600 4,883.58 
R. Lantz 1905 1,280 3,168.00 
M. Madigan 1905 320 637.33 c. and O. Miller 190.5 640 1, 00.00 
F. Powell 1905 640 2,001.lb w. Riddell 1905 2,800 4,946.6 
F. Smith 1905 2,880 6,908.10 
J. Sullivan 1905 640 1,~40.00 
o. Wulfekuhler 1905 16,6~0 and 1 lot 34, 73.71 
J. Yoxall 190.5 1,2 0 5,513.20 
c. Anderson 1906 160 880.00 
A. Bernhardt 1906 6io 1,164.00 
F. Brooks 1906 2,5 0 13,.524. 78 
M. Brown 1906 640 1,604.40 
J. Druschel 1906 640 2,457.60 
E. Fulton 1906 960 3,14e.54 
L. Golden 1906 4,926.09 8,460.87 
F. Hand 1906 3~520 8,~97.00 
L. Hene 1906 320 ~-80 
R. Hiram 1906 640 2_, 1 9.04 
T. Madigan 1906 640 1,686.60 
A. Marsh 1906 640 1,99 .80 
J. McRae 1906 320 748.80 
A. Nealis 1906 960 2, 216-32 
c. Officer 1906 1,280 2,289.20 
F. O'Donnell 1906 640 1,3si.60 
J. Perish 1906 640 1,72 .oo 
Finnel Livestock Co. 1906 64J 1,843.20 
F. Powell 1906 3,360 10,501.34 
D. Shoop 1906 640 1,040.00 
H. Williams 1906 6~0 1,278.oe 
o. Wulfekuhler 1906 1,2 0 2,567.90 
J. Yarick 1906 640 1,843.20 
C. Brinegar 1907 640 2,670.03 w. Clear 1907 640 l,68i.87 
J. Coates 1907 6io and 2 lots 2,79 .66 
J. Dickinson 1907 1,2 0 2,793.60 
s. Farren 1907 t20 8.52.83 M. Fish 1907 80 1,267.20 
J. Fitzgerald 1907 315 1,219.68 
E. Fulton 1907 1,120 3,633.64 
G. Gaun 1907 640 2,457.60 
F. Hand 1907 191.40 ~67.80 
R. Hiram 1907 ~20 00.00 M. Jacob 1907 80 1,738.00 
M. Jolley 1907 480 1,158.00 
Continued on next page 
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w. Kuner 1907 320 1,175.29 
J. Laring 1907 320 1,081.33 
F. Lea 1907 960 3,105.60 
A. Martin 1907 160 518.40 
F. Mayfield 1907 320 772.00 
P. Robidoux 1907 320 885.52 
H. Schutte 1907 640 1,855.68 
E. Tuelle 1907 640 2,161.60 
A. Ahearn 1908 640 2,503.39 
c. Barnes 1908 6~0 1,707.22 
H. Bressler 1908 l 0 51i.oo 
F. Brooks 1908 1,i20 4,73 .75 
L. Brown 1908 40 1,397.08 
E. Carter 1908 80 772.00 
T. Chesley 1908 640 1,552.00 
M. Clark 1908 320 780.00 
M. Colby 1908 1,280 3,396.80 
J. Daguet 1908 6io 1,573.75 w. Fagarty 1908 4 0 1,162.80 
H. Hohn 1908 3,oio 8,902.56 
M. Holcombe 1908 1,2 0 3,094.40 
E. Horn 1908 2i5.20 861.05 
F. Lock 1908 
i4g 
1,7 o.oo 
L. Martin 1908 2,456.00 
Miller and Mackey 1908 640 2,489.20 
Moore and Swisegood 1908 320 1,741.47 
National Bank & Comm. 1908 640 2,790.73 
Pinnell Livestock Co. 1908 640 1,544.00 
A. Rock 1908 2 1 ts 975.00 
E. Aegerter 1909 1,120 3,159.00 
A. Alcorn 1909 6io 1,389.60 
B. Baker 1909 9 O 3,920.00 
s. Brown 1909 320 1,040.00 
T. Chesley 1909 1,280 3,319.40 w. Clear 1909 1,120 3,080.00 w. Crow 1909 640 1,920.00 
c. Curtis 1909 640 2,028.00 w. Fagarty 1909 640 2,774.20 
L. Fenner 1909 4,160 11,11 .o5 
J. Finley 1909 800 2,030.50 
E. Fulton 1909 2,2io 9,319.68 
A. Harmon 1909 4 0 1,680.00 
T. Hatfield 1909 160 480.00 
Hauck & Lawless 1909 1,280 4,131.20 
H. Hohn 1909 1,620 10,720.75 
R. Johnson 1909 
4ig 
1,920.00 
A. Kahle 1909 1,200.00 
Continued on next page 
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Kopkins & Kiely 1909 640 2,017.60 Pinnell Livestock Co. 1909 1,600 5,278.76 A. Robidores 1909 640 2,400.00 G. Roesch 1909 640 7,172.80 c. Thompson 1909 320 1,248.00 G. Van Arsdale 1909 320 698.40 w. Walker 1909 640 1,707.20 N. Wilhelm 1909 640 2,470.40 
J. Witzel 1909 320 1,014.00 
E. Woodhouse 1909 640 2,161,60 
Wulfekuhler Ag. Co. 1909 640 1,560.00 
Wulfekuhler St. Bank 1909 640 2,007.20 
A. Adams 1910 640 1,609.70 
J. Bilby 1910 640 1,919.28 
R. Bilby 1910 6~0 2,618.28 T. Chesley 1910 2,8 0 7, 80.00 
A. DeBernard 1910 160 852.83 
J. Eichelberg 1910 320 936.00 
Ferguson & Pfister 1910 640 1,920.00 
E. Fulton 1910 2,400 8,015.58 
W. Garrett 1910 640 1,527.02 
G. Johnson 1910 2,0.q.O 576.oo 
F. King 1910 6 o 1,527.02 
F. Lea 1910 640 1,872.00 
J. Lee 1910 160 648.00 
F. Lemon 1910 160 500.00 
R. McAninch 1910 480 1,431.30 
Marshall & Robidoux 1910 6~0 1,552.25 J. Martin 1910 9 O 3,320.00 
J. & F. Miller 1910 1,280 3,510.25 c .. Moore 1910 320 1,040.00 
J. Ripley 1910 6~0 l,5M5 .60 P. Robidoux 1910 4 0 1,7 o.oo 
H. Sein 1910 320 936.00 
J. Scott 1910 640 2,480.64 
J. Sprague 1910 640 2,184.50 
J. Spurlock 1910 640 1,17.5.28 
J. Sullivan 1910 320 9a1.53 G. Ward 1910 640 1,4 o.oo 
Whited & Hough 1910 640 2,295.75 
G. Williams 1910 160 720.00 
W. Willia.ms 1910 640 2,057.90 
G. Woodhouse 1910 640 1,168.07 
G. Bjorklund 1911 320 560.00 
Q.. Blossler 1911 1,280 3,200.00 
H. Bressler 1911 640 2,400.00 
W. Brewster 1911 640 1,280.00 
Continued on next page 
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E. Buswell 1911 640 3,120.00 
F. Cramer 1911 640 1,420.00 
J. Harrod 1911 ~i20 7, io.oo J. Johnson 1911 40 2,5 o.oo 
A. Kersley 1911 6~0 2,184.00 J. Lacy 1911 1,2 0 2,i9i.02 J. Mack 1911 480 1, 3 .. 40 
N. Mayfield 1911 2,-~00 7,704.38 c. Medcalf 1911 6~g 2.,.2~0.oo Myers & Woodburn 1911 2,0 o.oo 
E. Rudolph 1911 2 8 1,139.00 w. Steel 1911 480 95~-48 J. Yoxall 1911 2,720 t,27 .15 
J. Alcorn 1912 1,;o ,800.00 c. Aldridge 1912 3.52 1,454.08 
E. Berridge 1912 40 1,i20.oo 
R. Ribly 1912 1,920 6, 00.00 
J. Farmer 1912 1,920 4,~oo.oo 
E. Fulton 1912_ 660 2, 72.80 A. Hones 1912 
4ig 
2,040.00 
J. Jordan 1912 and 2 lots 1,322.88 
c. Madison 1912 320 1,120.00 
N. Monson 1912 160 400.00 
K. Nickerbocker Co. 1912 640 2,376.00 
Ratliff-Hannagan 1912 640 2,011.88 
W. Tyson 1912 640 3,533,27 
J. Chappelle 1913 640 1,600.00 
A. Emmons 1913 640 1,400.00 
J. Erismon 1913 6ic 2,400.00 
E. Fulton 1913 l 0 1,360.00 
o. Goffe 1913 i8o 1,800.00 
Mo Griggs 1913 
9ig l,lt.05 w. Gruley 1913 2,5 1.80 w. Hawk 1913 320 9 o.oo 
Heilburn & Aaron 1913 640 1,920.00 
w. Joseph 1913 640 a:,502.40 
G. Lenmer 1913 620 960.00 w. May 1913 6ttg 1,760.00 o. Miles 1913 1,520.00 
F. Miller 1913 640 1,480.00 
F. Smith 1913 640 1,760.00 
F. Stieber 1913 i20 2,1zo.oo 
J. Woodhouse 1913 
6ttg 
3,5 7.00 
o. Wul.fekuhler 191i 2,2bo.oo E. Aelinger 191 i20 9 o.oo 
L. Alexander 1914 40 2,{60.00 
E. Baglery 1914 400 l, 96.00 
Continued on next page 
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J. Bain 1914 640 1,608 • .55 
R. Bibly 1914 6to 11,527.92 L. Brock 1914 9 O 2,160.00 
M. Chambers 1914 320 1,120.00 w. Clriver 1914 620 960.00 J. Dewald 1914 40 2,2io.oo L. Edson 1914 320 9 o.oo 
Farrow & Wheelock 1914 640 1,439.22 
'I'. Hatfield 1914 640 1,i20.oo H. Hefferlen 1914 640 2, 01.07 
T. Hunter 1914 640 2,400.00 v. Jagger 1914 620 1,069.22 M. Judy 1914 6~g 2,3 ~-75 A. Kenser 1914 1,91 .20 
E. Marsh 1914 1 0 520000 
Ho McNerney 1914 1,280 2,800oOO 
Fo Oakley 1914 iao 1,800000 G. Patton 1914 1,600000 
P. Robidoux 1914 l,080o00 
M. Sanderson 1914 6~g 2,240000 J. Stevens 1914 1, 041.~7 w. Thomson 1914 l 0 1,200.00 
Ao Walstrom 1914 iao 1,321.10 Go Ward 1914 
l~g 
2,237.76 
Lo Weakly 191~ 520.00 Ao Adams 191 640 2,560.00 
Ro Asbury 191.5 631084 1,763.28 
J. Altman 1915 160 585038 w. Been 1915 320 1,200.00 
E. Bennet 1915 640 2~560.00 
Eo Chapman 1915 640 2,592.32 
W. Deadly 1915 640 2,335o65 
T. Flynn 1915 r 1,200.00 Co Guttery 1915 80 1,320.00 N. Hanson 1915 40 2,.339.00 
Do Hays 1915 i20 1,200.00 C. Hunt 1915 40 2,011.36 
T. Hunter 1915 320 1i6.oo T. Kaley 1915 ai1.ao ]$.'7 .10 c. Klump 1915 5,2 0 ,870.60 
L. Larson Real Pro. 1915 320 1,280.00 s. Lambe 1915 320 1,200.00 
H. Mayer 1915 620 1,027.00 People State Bank 1915 
6ttg 
2,560.00 
P. Robidoux 1915 1,920.00 
J. Schlim 1915 640 1,562.00 
Co Shepherd 1915 640 2,240.00 
Continued on next page 
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Steigleman & Bury 1915 320 880.00 
Fo Stieber 1915 160 1,160.00 
F. Ukle 1915 160 600.00 
F. Van Ulict 1915 480 1,200.00 c. Watson 1915 160 619.36 
B. Williams 1915 320 1,280.00 s. Yoxall 1915 640 2,224.04 
J. Abella 1916 6~0 2,240.00 A. Author 1916 l 0 520.00 
J. Barwich 1916 640 2,560.00 c. Brown 1916 640 2,r1.60 
H. Clark 1916 640 2, OOoOO 
J. Davis 1916 640 3, 80.00 
R. Devere 1916 2i8.84 1,165.36 
J. Fitzgerald 1916 1,2 0 4,9 o.oo 
A. Francoeur 1916 1,280 2,560.00 
Gooch & Gooch 1916 640 2,560.00 
P. Leisman 1916 640 2,845.80 
Fo Muller 1916 640 2,400.00 
Ho Parker 1916 620 1,oio.00 
D. Paul 1916 l, 18 .,50 5,7 1.84 
A. Rothgeb 1916 1,280 2,536.50 c. South 1916 640 2,.52 .40 
Thompson & Campell 1916 6~0 l,il5o50 H. Williams 1916 1,2 0 3, 80.00 
C. Banks 1917 320 1,638.00 
L. Glenn 1917 800 3,200.00 
Loehr-Loehr 1917 640 1,920.00 
S. Smith 1917 640 2,127025 
c. Watson 1917 320 1,280.00 
G. Worby 1917 b~o l,8i3o20 
B. Young 1917 6 o 2,5 8.80 
A. Berqu.1e\ 1918 6~0 1,480.00 Crawford & Crawford 1918 1,2 0 5,020.50 
H. Warren 1918 160 l,l38o78 
A. Chelich 1919 640 2, 00.00 s. Yoxall 1919 320 1,120.00 
E. Holmes 1920 314.88 1,416.96 
A. Marshall 1921 640 1,920.00 
Marshall & Robidoux 1921 3,200 11,7i6.13 
M. Driver 1922 6io 2,5 3.20 
G. Allman 1923 4 0 1,200.00 
G. Elstrum 1923 1,i20 5,518.62 
T. Early 1925 
6tg 
2,560.00 




The significance of the railroad land policy, in 
Kansas, was that the Kansas Pacific opened the state from 
east to west, along where the railroad transversed, to set-
tlement. Early land policy, from 1e67 to 1e90, of the 
Kansas Pacific and later the Union Pacific Railway Company 
was of immeasurable value to the eastern one-half of t he 
state of Kansas, because of the amounts of land that they 
put into the settlers hands, but the land policy was of no 
real significance to the western half of the state, except 
that the railroad did make the public lands more valuable 
for settlers. The government land was 1-omes teaded before 
the railroad companies sold their grants because it was 
freeo By this means, the railroad was a great asset in 
settling the western half of the state. Furthermore, the 
railroad maintained such a high price for its land that 
settlers were unwilling to pay the amount for the western 
land when they could purchase the more fertile eastern 
land for about the same price; therefore, any settlers 
moving west homesteaded the free land from the Federal 
Government. Of cou~se, after the desirable gover nment 
land had been homesteade d, then the railroad st~rted to 
sell its land grant. A great criticism against the rail-
roads was that they carried settlers too far west where 
farming was impractical because of the lack of rainfall. 
It seems reasonable to conclude that this judgment was 
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false because it was not the railroads that gave title to 
the majority of western lands to settlers , during the 
1800 1 s, but the Federal Government. If this condemnation 
were true, there would not have been a valid criticism 
against the railroads over taxation and patenting. Another 
great value of the railroad land policy was that in its 
advertising, it did attract many settlers from the eastern 
seaboard of the United States and European emigrants to the 
central part of the United States. Finally, the land policy 
of the Kansas Pacific, along with the other railroads in 
the high plains, exterminated the faltering idea or concept 
of the 11 Great American Desert. u 
A large contribution of the railroad land policy in 
Wallace County, Kansas was that the railroad companies and 
the Union Pacific Land Company sold four-fifths of their 
entire land grant in the county to settlers. Of the total 
land grant of 287,391.75 acres and eleven lots, only 52,480 
acres and one lot or one-fifth was purchased by speculators. 
All that the railroad now owns in Wallace County is its 
200 feet right of way on each side of the track. The denun-
ication aimed at the railroads because they sold the land 
and patented it later applies to the Union Pacific Railway 
Company because two-thirds of the land that the company 
sold was before the patenting date by an average of 3.38 
years. This means that the local taxing unit could not 
tax this land until 3.38 years after it had been sold by 
the railroad. Although this criticism does not apply to 
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the Union Pacific Land Company for nine-tenths of the land 
that it sold was purchased after the patenting date. The 
county taxing unit did have a just criticism because of the 
fact that the land company did not patent all of its land 
when it was transferred to the company in 1898. In addition, 
the Union Pacific Ra i lway Company sold its land in Wallace 
County for more than the Union Pacific Land Company, $4.72 
to $3.13. The land sold by the railroad was of greater 
value because it was the most fertile bottom land in the 
county. It also could be concluded that t h e Kansas Pacific 
did not receive as much land grant as . ost texts and arti-
cles implies. In Wallace County, the Kansas Pacific did 
not receive the entire twenty mile grant on each side of 
the track because of the military reservation and home-
steads granted by the Federal Government. 
Admitting there are many areas for study, the author 
recommends the following topics. First, there should be 
a detailed study of the Union Pacific Land Company. This 
study would include the chartering of the company, the 
members of the company and how it correlates with the direc-
tors of the Union Pacific Railroad at the same time, the 
amount and location of the land that it acquired, and the 
disposal of this land. The second area of study would be 
a similar study to this one only on an eastern county and 
how it correlates to this one. Furthermore, the author 
feels that any study made from Gove County, Kansas, west-
ward to Cheyenne County, Colorado, could only contain 
similar information to this one. 
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Map I 
The Entire Land Grant to the Kansas Pacific1 
I 
LAND JM:AP OF THE KANSAS PACIFIC H.AIL-VV-AY COJM:PANY. 
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1Map located at the Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
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Map II 
Land Grant to the Kansas Pacific in Wallace County2 
Sep t ember 30, 1956 WALLACE COUNTY LEGEND 
FED HARO SURFACE -
SECONDARY GRAVEL==-==-
COUN T Y ROADS = 
SCHOOLS l 
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The odd numbered sections with * sign contain the 
following land that the railroad received from the government. 
Section 19, Township 13, Range 38 - 1 lot 
Section 23, Township 13, Range 38 - 1 lot 
Section 35, Township 13, Range 38 - 480 acres & 2 lots 
Section 31, Township 13, Range 38 - 480 acres & 2 lots 
Section 25, Township 13, Range J9 - 160 acres & 4 lots 
Section 27, Township 13, Range 40 - 640 acres 
2Map by author from information obtained at the Register 
of Deeds Office, Wallace County, Sharon Springs, Kansas. 
Map III 
Land Sold by the Union Pacific Railway Company 
in Wallace County3 
Sept embe r 30, 1956 WALLACE COUNTY LEGE ND FED HARD SURFACE -
SECOND ARY GRAVEL~ -~g~~~~tOAOS - , _ 
The odd numbered sections with * sign contain t he 
following land that the railway company sold. 
Section 15, Township 13, Range 40 - 10 acres 
Section 27, Township 13, Range 40 - 320 acres 
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3Map by author from information obtained at the Register 
of Deeds Office, Wallace County, Sharon Springs, Kansas. 
Map IV 
Land Sold by the Union Pacific Land Company 
in Wallace Count;4 
September 30, 1956 WALLACE COUNTY LEGEND FED HARDSURFACE -
SECONDARY GR AVEL~ -
COU NTY R O AD S === 
SC HOOLS ' 
The odd numbered sections with * sign contain the 
following land that the land company sold. 
Section 19, Township 13, Range 38 - 1 lot 
Section 21, Township 13, Range 38 - 320 acres 
Section 23, Township 13, Range 38 - 1 lot 
Section 31, Township 13, Range 38 - 480 acres & 2 lots 
Section 35, Township 13, Range 38 - 480 acres & 2 lots 
Section 15, Township 13, Range 40 - 630 acres 
Section 27, Township 13, Range 40 - 320 acres 
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4Map by author from information obtained at the Register 
of Deeds Office, Wallace County, Sharon Springs, Kansas. 
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APPENDIX A. 
PART OF THE DELAWARE TREATY OF MAY 30, 18601 
Article 3. The Delaware tribe of Indians, entertaining 
the belief that the value of their lands will be enhanced by 
having a railroad passing through their present reservation, 
and being of the opinion that the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and 
Western Railroad Company, incorporated by an act of the legis-
lative assembly of Kansas Territory, will have the advantage 
of travel and general transportation over every other company 
proposed to be formed, which will run through their lands, 
have expressed a desire that the said Leavenworth, Pawnee, 
and Western Railroad Company shall have the preference of 
purchasing the remainder of their lands after the tracts in 
severalty and those for the special ob j ects herein named 
shall have been selected and set apart, ur1n the payment into 
the United States treasury, which payment shall be made 
within six months after the quantity shall have been ascer-
tained, in gold or silver coin, of such sum as three commis-
sioners, to be appointed by the Secretary of the Interior, 
shall appraise to be the value of said land: Provided, in no 
event shall the value be placed below the sum of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre exclusive of the cost of the 
survey of the same~ (And that the United States will issue 
lcharles J. Kappler (ed.), Indian Affairs, Law and 
Treaties, Vol. II (Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1904), pp. 804-805. 
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a patent in fee-simple to said company, upon the payment as 
aforesaid, for all the land remaining in Kansas.) It is, 
therefore, agreed by the United States that the wishes of 
the Delawares shall be granted; that they will accept of the 
trust reposed upon them; and that the money resulting from 
such disposition of the lands shall be disposed of and applied 
in the manner provided for by the seventh and eighth articles 
of the Delaware treaty of sixth May, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-four, after expending a sufficient sum to 
enable them to commerce agricultural pursuits under favorable 
circumstances. It is also agreed that the said railroad 
company shall have the perpetual right of way over any portion 
of the lands allotted to the Delawares in severalty, upon 
payment of a just compensation therefore, in money, to the 
respective parties those lands are crossed by the line of 
railroad. It being the intent and meanin6 of the Delawares, 
in consenting to the sale of their surplus lands to said 
company, that they should, in good faith, and within reason-
able time, construct a railroad through their reservation, 
and to carry out this intent as well as to secure so great a 
public convenience, it is agreed that no patent shall issue 
for any of these lands, nor shall the sale be binding upon 
the Delaware Indians or the United States, until the Secretary 
of the Interior shall be fully satisfied that a line of twenty-
five miles of the road from Leavenworth City shall have been 
completed and equipped, when a patent shall issue for one-half 
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of the ascertained quantity. The patent for the residue 
shall issue only when the said Secretary shall be satisfied 
that the road has been, in like manner, completed and equipped 
to the western boundary of the Delaware reservation. And if 
the said company shall fail or neglect to construct either 
the first or second section of the road, or having constructed 
the first section and fail to complete the second section 
within a reasonable time they shall forfeit to the United 
States all rights to the lands not previously patented, and 
the certificate of purchase shall be deemed and considered 
cancelled. And provided further, That in case the said com-
pany shall fail to make payment for the lands or fail to 
construct the road, as hereinbefore stipulated, within a 
reasonable time, the surplus lands shall be disposed of by 
the Secretary of the Interior, at public auction, in quanti-
ties not exceeding one hundred and sixt] acres; but, in no 
case for a sum less than the appraised value, the net proceeds 
to be applied in the same manner as hereinbefore specified: 
And provided further, That the said railroad company shall, 
finally, and in good faith, sell and dispose of all said 
lands within seven years after receiving the patent therefor, 
except what may be necessary for railroad purposes; and in 
default thereof so much thereof as may remain undisposed of 
shall revert to the Delaware nation, to be disposed of as 
herein provided for other forfeited lands. 
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APPENDIX B. 
PART OF THE DELAWARE TREATY OF JULY 2, le611 
Whereas a treaty or agreement of May 30, 1560 between 
the United States and the Delaware tribe of Indians, it is 
provided that the surplus lands of said Delawares, not includ-
ed in their "home reserve," the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and 
Western Railroad Company of Kansas, duly organized and incorp-
orated under the laws of said Territory, should have the 
right to purchase such surplus lands at such appraised value--
on condition, however, that after paying for said lands, said 
company should only receive title to one-half of them on 
completing and e quipping, within a reasonable time, twenty-
five (25) miles of said railroad from Leavenworth City west-
ward; and should only receive title to the remaining half 
of said lands on completing and equipping ~aid road, within 
a reasonable time, to the western boundary of the "Delaware 
Reserve;" and that in case said company should fail to pay 
for said lands, or having paid, sho~ld forfeit the same, or 
any part thereof, before receiving title, by failing to 
construct either the first or the second section of said 
road within such reasonable time then the lands so forfeited, 
or not paid for, should be sold in quantities not exceeding 
one hundred and sixty (160) acres, at not less than such 
lcharles J. Kappler (ed.), Indian Affairs, Law~ 
Treaties, Vol. II (Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1904). pp. 814-824. 
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appraised value; the proceeds of such sale, subject to a 
certain contingent deduction, to be invested by the President 
of the United States in 11 safe and profitable stocks," for the 
benefit of said Delaware Indians: and 
Whereas said surplus lands, to the amount of 223,966 78/100 
acres, have been duly surveyed and appraised at an aggregate 
valuation of two hundred and eight-six thousand seven hundred 
and forty-two and 15/100 ($286,742 15/100) dollars: and 
Whereas the said Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Rail-
road Company has executed, under their corporate seal, and 
by the hand of Thomas Ewing jr., their agent, their twenty-
nine (29) several bonds, all of even date herewith, and 
numbered from one to twenty-nine, inclusive, for sums amount-
ing to the aggregated to $286,742 15/100, being the amount 
of the valuation of said surplus lands as above stated, 
twenty-eight (28) of which said bonds are for the sum of 
ten thousand ($10,000) dollars each, and one is for the sum 
of six thousand and seven hundred and forty-two and 15/100 
($6,742 15/100) dollars, and payable in ten (10) years after 
their date, at the office of the assistant treasurer of 
the United States, in the city of New York, to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs of the United States or bearer, with interest 
at the rate of six per cent per annum, payable annually at 
the same place on interest-warrents attached to said bonds, 
which said bonds have been delivered by said company to 
Archibald Williams, judge of the United States court for the 
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district of Kansas, and have been by him received and receipted 
for as agent of the United States for the purpose specially 
appointed, in accordance with the instructions of the President 
of the United States on June 10, 1861, hereto attached and made 
part hereof, and for the consideration and use in said instruc-
tions set forth; 
Now, therefore, to secure the payment of said bonds 
and every part thereof, and of all interest to become due 
thereon, according to the terms thereof, the Leavenworth, 
Pawnee, and Western Railroad Company by its agent hereto 
specially authorized by resolution of the board of directors 
of said company of April 11, 1861, a certified copy of which 
said resolution is hereto attached, hereby agrees with the 
United States, as trustee for said Delaware tribe of Indians, 
that in case said company shall at any time hereafter neglect 
or fail to pay the whole or any pfu.•t of the interest on all 
or any one of said bonds, or shall neglect or fail to pay 
the whole or any part of the principal of all or any one of 
said bonds, when such payment, either of principal or of 
interest, shall become due and payable, then the said rail-
road company shall be deemed and held to have forfeited all 
right and title of any kind whatever to the one hundred 
thousand (100,000) acres of land here in described, to wit: 
[The list of land included in the 100,000 acres has been 
omitted by the writer;) 
And immediately on such failure, the United States may take 
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possession of and sell said lands for the exclusive benefit 
of said Delaware Indians. 
And in case said company shall forfeit the one-hundred 
thousand (100,000) acres above described, it shall thereupon 
also forfeit all its right and title to all the lands purchased 
by it from said Indians, not earned and patented at the date 
of such forfeiture. 
And said company further agree that, on the completion 
of the first half sectien of said road, it shall only be 
entitled to a patent for one-half of the lands not pledged 
for the payment of said bonds; and on the completion of said 
second section it shall have a patent for only the remaining 
half; and that no patent shall issue to it for any of the 
lands so pledged, until after said bonds and the interest 
warrants attached shall all and every part of them have been 
fully and promptly paid and cancell~d. 
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APPENDIX C. 
PARTS OF THE RAILROAD ACT OF JULY 1, 18621 
An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and 
telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, 
and to secure to the government the use of the same for postal, 
military, and other purposes. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the right of 
way through the public lands be, and the same is hereby, 
granted to said company for the construction of said railroad 
and telegraph line; and the right, power, and authority is 
hereby given to said company to take from the public lands 
adjacent to the line of said road, earth, stone, timber, and 
other materials for the construction thereof; said right of 
way is granted to said railroad to the extent of two hundred 
feet in width on each side of said r a~ lroad where it may pass 
over the public lands, including all necessary grounds for 
stations, buildings, workshops, and depots, machine shops, 
switches, side tracks, turntables, and water stations. The 
United States shall extinguish as rapidly as may be the 
Indian titles to all lands falling under the operation of this 
act and required for the said right of way and grants herein-
after made. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there be, and 
lActs of Congress and Kansas Legislature, and other 
Documents, pertaining to the Union Pacific and Kansas Pacific 
Railr oad Companies (Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, 1881), 
29-41 0 
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is hereby, granted to the said company, for the purpose of 
aiding in the construction of said railroad and telegraph 
line, and to secure the safe and speedy transportation of 
the mails, troops, munitions of war, and public stores there-
on, every alternate section of public land, designated by odd 
numbers, to the amount of five alternate sections per mile 
on each side of said railroad, on the line thereof, and with-
in the limits of ten miles on each side of said road, not 
sold, reserved, or otherwise disposed of by the United States, 
and to which a preemption or homestead claim may not have 
attached, at the time the line of said road is definitely 
fixed: Provided, That all mineral lands shall be excepted 
from the operation of this act; but where the same shall 
contain timber, the timber thereon is hereby granted to said 
company. And all such lands, so granted by this section, 
which shall not be sold or disposed ol by said company with-
in three years after the entire road shall have been completed, 
shall be subject to settlement and preemption, like other 
lands, at a price not exceeding one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, to be paid to said company. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose 
herein mentioned the Secretary of the Treasury shall, upon 
the certificate in writing of said commissioners of the com-
pletion and equipment of forty consecutive miles of said rail-
road and telegraph, in accordance with the provisions of this 
act, issue to said company bonds of the United States of one 
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thousand dollars each, payable in thirty years after date, 
bearing six per centum per annum interest, (said interest 
payable semi-annually,) which interest may be paid in United 
States treasury notes or any other money or currency which 
the United States have or shall declare lawful money and a 
legal tender, to the amount of sixteen of said bonds per mile 
for such section of forty miles; and to secure the repayment 
to the United States, as hereinafter provided, of the 8lllount 
of said bonds so issued and delivered to said company, togeth-
er with all interest thereon which shall have been paid by 
the United States, the issue of said bonds and delivery to 
company shall ipso facto constitute a first mortgage on the 
whole line of the railroad and telegraph, together with the 
rolling stock, fixtures and property of ever kind and descrip-
tion, and in consideration of which s a id bonds may be issued; 
and on the refusal or failure of s a id company to redeem said 
bonds, or any part of them, when required so to do by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, the said road, with all the rights, functions, 
immunities, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, and also 
all lands granted to the said company by the United States, 
which, at the time of said default, shall remain in the 
ownership of the said company, may be taken possession of by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, for the use and benefit of the 
United States: Provided, This section shall not apply to that 
part of any road now constructed. 
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Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Leavenworth, 
Pawnee & Western Railroad Company of Kansas are hereby 
authorized to construct a railroad and telegraph line from 
the Missouri river, at the mouth of the Kansas river, on the 
south side thereof, so as to connect with the Pacific Railroad 
of Missouri, to the aforesaid point, on the one hundredth 
meridian of longitude west from Greenwich, as herein provided 
upon the same terms and conditions in all respects as provided 
in this act for the construction of the railroad and telegraph 
line first mentioned, and to meet and connect with the same 
at the meridian of longitude aforesaid; and in case the general 
route or line of road from the Missouri river to the Rocky 
mountains should be so located as to require a departure north-
wardly from the proposed line of said Kansas railroad before 
it reaches the meridian of longitude aforesaid, the location 
of said Kansas road shall be made so as to conform thereto; 
and said railroad through Kansas shall be so located between 
the mouth of the Kansas river, as aforesaid, and the aforesaid 
point, on the one hundredth meridian of longitude, that the 
several railroads from Missouri and Iowa, herein authorized 
to connect with the same, can make connection within the 
limits prescribed in this act, provided the same can be done 
without deviating from the general direction of the whole 
line to the Pacific coast. The route in Kansas, west of the 
meridian of Fort Riley, to the aforesaid point, on the one 
hundredth meridian of longitude, to be subject to the approval 
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of the President of the United States, and to be determined 
by him on actual survey. And said Kansas company may proceed 
to build said railroad to the aforesaid point, on the one 
hundredth meridian of longitude west from Greenwich, in the 
Territory of Nebraska. The Central Pacific Railroad Company 
of California, a corporation existing under the laws of the 
State of California, are hereby authorized to construct a 
railroad and telegraph line from the Pacific coast, at or 
near San Francisco or the navigable waters of the Sacremento 
river, to the eastern boundary of California, upon the same 
terms and conditions, in all respects, as are contained in 
this act for the construction of said railroad and telegraph 
line first mentioned, and to meet and connect with the first 
mentioned railroad and telegraph line on the eastern boundary 
of California. Each of said companies shall file their @ic] 
acceptance of the conditions of this act in the Department of 
the Interior within six months after the passage of this act. 
Sec. 10. And to be it further enacted, That the said 
company chartered by the State of Kansas shall complete one 
hundred miles of their said road, commencing at the mouth of 
the Kansas river as aforesaid, within two years after filing 
their assent to the conditions of this act, as herein provided, 
one hundred miles per yea:r thereafter until the whole is 
completed; • • • • 
APPENDIX D. 
PARTS OF THE RAILROAD ACT OF JULY 2, 18641 
An Act to amend an act entitled "An act to aid in the 
construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the 
Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the 
Government the use of the same for postal, military, and 
other purposes," approved July 1, 1862. 
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Sec. J. And be it further enacted, That the Union Pacific 
Company, and all other companies provided for in this act 
and the act to which this is an amendment, be, and hereby 
are, empowered to enter upon, purchase, take, and hold any 
lands or premises that may be necessary and proper for the 
construction and working of said road, not exceeding in width 
one hundred feet on each side of its center line, unless a 
greater width be required for the purpc3 e of excavation or 
embankment; and also any lands or premises that may be neces-
sary and proper for turnouts, standing places for cars, depots, 
station-house ~1 or any other structures required in the con-
struction and operating of said road. And each of said compan-
ies shall have the right to cut and remove trees or other mate-
rials that might be falling encumber its road-bed, though stand-
ing or bing more than one hundred feet therefrom. And in case 
1Act of Congress and Kansas Legislature, and other 
Documents, pertaining to the Union Pacific~ Kansas Pacific 
Railroad Companies (Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, 1881), 
42-54. 
76 
the owner or claimant of such lands or premises and such 
company cannot agree as to the damages, the amount shall be 
determined by the appraisal of three disinterested commission-
ers, who may be appointed upon application by any party to 
any judge of a court of record in any of the Territories in 
which the lands or premises to be taken lie; and said commis-
sioners, in their assessments of damages, shall appraise such 
premises at what would have been the value thereof if the 
road had not been built; and upon return into court of such 
appraisement, and upon the payment to the clerk thereof of 
the amount so awarded by the commissioners for the use and 
benefit of the owner thereof, said premises shall be deemed 
to be taken by said company, which shall thereby acquired 
full title to the same for the purposes after said •• 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That section three 
of said act be hereby amended by striki ... g out the word "five," 
where the same occurs in said section, and by inserting in 
lieu thereof the word "ten;" and by striking out the word 
t1ten," where the same occurs in said section, and by inserting 
in lieu thereof the word "twenty." And section seven of said 
is hereby amended by striking out the word "fifteen," where 
the same occurs in said section, and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word tttwenty-five. 11 And the term "mineral land," wherever 
the same occurs in this act, and the act to which this is an 
amendment, shall not be construed to include coal and iron 
land. And any lands granted by this act, or the act to which 
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this is an amendment, shall not defeat or impair any preemp-
tion, homestead, swamp land, or other lawful claim, or include 
any Government reservation or mineral lands, or the improve-
ments of any bona fide settle, or any lands returned and 
denominated as mineral lands, and the timber necessary to 
support his said improvements as a miner or agriculturist, 
to be ascertained under such rules as have been or may be 
established by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in 
conformity with the provisions of the preemption laws: •••• 
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Leavenworth, 
Pawnee & Western Railroad Company, now known as the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, Eastern Division, shall build the 
railroad from the mouth of the Kansas river, by the way of 
Leavenworth, or, if that be not deemed the best route, then 
the said company shall, within two years, build a railroad 
from the city of Leavenworth to unite .,1th the main stem at 
or near the city of Leavenworth; but to aid in the construction 
of said branch the said company shall not be entitled to any 
bonds. And if the Union Pacific Railroad Company shall not be 
proceeding in good faith to build the said railroad through 
the Territories when the Leavenworth, Pawnee & Western Company, 
now known as the Union Pacific Railroad Company, Eastern 
Division, shall have completed their road to the hundredth 
degree of longitude, then the last-named company may proceed 
to make said road westward until it meets and connects with 
the Central Pacific Railroad Company on the same line. 
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APPENDIX E. 
JOINT RESOLUTION OF JULY 26, 18661 
Resolved~ the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, 
subject to approval by the President, the right of way, one 
hundred feet in width, is hereby granted to the Union Pacific 
Railroad, and the companies constructing the branch roads 
connecting therewith, for the construction and operation of 
their roads connecting therewith, for the construction and 
operation of their roads over and upon all military reserves 
through which the same may pass; and the President is hereby 
authorized to set apart to the Union Pacific Railway Company, 
Eastern Division, twenty acres of the Fort Riley military 
reservation, for depot and other purposes, in the bottom 
opposite "Riley City;" also, fractional aection "one" on the 
west side of said reservation, near Junction City, for the 
same purposes; and also to restore from time to time to the 
public domain any portion of said military reserve over which 
the Union Pacific Railroad, or any of its branches, may pass, 
and shall not be required for military purposes: Provided, 
That the President shall not permit the location of any such 
railroad or the diminution of any such reserve in any manner 
so as to impair its usefulness for military purposes, •••• 
1Acts of Congress and Kansas Legislature, and other 
Documents, pertaining to the Union Pacific and Kansas Pacific 




PART OF THE RAILROAD ACT OF JULY 3, 18661 
Be it enacted £,Z the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Union Pacific Railway Company, eastern division, is hereby 
authorized to designate the general route of their said road, 
and to file a map th~reof, as now required by law, at any 
time before the first day of December, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-six; and upon the filing of the said map, showing the 
general route of said road, the lands along the entire line 
thereof, so far as the same may be designated, shall be re-
served from sale by order of the Secretary of the Interior: 
Provided, That said company shall be entitled to only the 
same amount of the bonds of the United States to aid in the 
construction of their line of railroad ad telegraph as they 
would have been entitled to if they had connected their said 
line with the Union Pacific Railroad on the one hundredth 
degree of longitude as now required by law: And provided fur-
ther, That said company shall connect their line of railroad 
and telegraph with the Union Pacific Railroad, but not at a 
point more than fifty miles westwardly from the meridian of 
Denver in Colorado. 
1John F. Dillon, Pacific Railroad Laws (New York: E. c. 
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